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Regarding:

Petition on Cross-border Transports of
persons by Taxi between the Nordic
Countries by the Swedish Taxi
Association to the Swedish Government

Dear Ewa Ptaszynska

The Swedish Taxi Association have been made aware by several complaints from its
members of the negative impact on Swedish cross-border taxi transports from southern
Sweden to Denmark as a result that Denmark requires a negative PCR testing (COVID-
19) of taxi drivers before they can be allowed to enter Denmark. This requirement does
not apply to lorry drivers in cross-border transport.

The basis of the Danish practice is the Council Recommendation (EU) 2020/1475 on a
coordinated approach to the restrictions of free movement in response to the Covid-19
pandemic, which under Article 19(b)) provides for an exemption from such requirements
for "transport workers". It can be interpreted and read as to mean that Article 19(b) is
primarily and exclusively intended for lorry drivers, although this is not absolutely clear
from the wording.

We have received reports from our members that this practice is effectively preventing
them from operating a business and that the financial loss is considerable. The seriousness
of the situation is increasing on a daily basis.

The Swedish Taxi Association has formally called on the Swedish Government to bring
this issue with the Danish Government as a matter of urgency and to seek, with

Postadress Org.nummer Besoksadress Telefon Posigiro
Svenska Taxiforbundet §02003-4404 Karlavagen 83 08-566 21 660 70 63 00-1
Karlavagen 83 556176-4357 e-post Fax Bankgiro

114 59 Stockholm Internet: www taxiforbundet.se fornamn.eflernamn@taxiforbundet se 08-566 21 681 124-9101



immediate effect, an exemption for cross-border taxi transport within the application of
Article 19(b) so that cross-border taxi transport can be carried out and not be restricted by
the fact that drivers of taxis are not specifically listed and defined as “transport workers™
in Article 19(b).

The Swedish Taxi Association has proposed a new wording of Article 19 (b) that would
allow for taxi operations to included in the cross-border transport exemption.

Proposed wording
19. Travellers with an essential function or need should not be required to
undergo quarantine while exercising this essential function, in particular:

b)transport workers or transport service providers, including drivers of
vehicles carrying goods or persons within the territory as well as those
merely transiting; Said drivers shall also be exempt under 19 b) for the
return-transport to the member state of registration even if such return-
transport is emply

We wish to bring this matter to the attention of the EU-Commission and enquire if the
Commission in any way can intervene in the process so that cross-border taxi operations
are included in the current exemption under Article 19 (b).

The Swedish Taxi Association will remain at the disposal of the Commission and will of
requested provide on a short notice actual figures on the negative economical impact this
practice is causing as well as the restriction of free movement of people and services. The
Swedish Taxi Association also intends to bring this matter up with DG-GROW.

Attached is the formal petition sent to the Swedish Government as well as a English
translation.

With best regards

Yours sincerely

The S:jﬁlf Taxi Association

Claudio Skubla Tommy Pilarp
Secretary General General Counsel, LL M
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Petition on Cross-border Transports of
persons by Taxi between the Nordic
Countries

The Swedish Taxi Association have noted that Denmark currently requires a
negative PCR testing (COVID-19) of taxi drivers before they can be allowed to enter
Denmark. This requirement does not apply to lorry drivers in cross-border
transport.

The Council Recommendation (EU) 2020/1475 on a coordinated approach to the
restrictions of free movement in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Article 19(b))
provides for an exemption from such requirements for "transport workers". It can be
interpreted and read as to mean that Article 19(b) is primarily and exclusively intended
for lorry drivers, although this is not absolutely clear from the wording. The Swedish Taxi
Association takes this situation very seriously and is of the opinion that it is at least as
important that cross-border taxi services are covered by the exemption provided for in
Article 19(b) as it is for lorry drivers.

The Swedish Taxi Association therefore calls on the Swedish Government to bring up this
issue with the Danish Government as a matter of urgency and to seek, with immediate
effect, an exemption for cross-border taxi transport within the application of Article 19(b)
so that cross-border taxi transport can be carried out and not be restricted by the fact that

drivers of taxis are not specifically listed and defined as “transport workers™ in Article
19(b).

The Swedish Taxi Association feels that Sweden should urgently seek an agreement with
not only Denmark but also with Finland and Norway so that taxi drivers carrying out
cross-border taxi transport are covered by Article 19(b) and are regarded as drivers of
transport vehicles in the same way and meaning as lorry driver, even if the taxi transport
is carriage of passengers and not transport of goods.
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Below follows Article 19(b) as it stands today and a proposed wording that could include
taxi transport in the cross-border transport exemption.

Current wording
19. Travellers with an essential function or need should not be required to
undergo quarantine while exercising this essential function, in particular:

b)transport workers or transport service providers, including drivers of
freight vehicles carrying goods for use in the territory as well as those
merely transiting,

Proposed wording
19. Travellers with an essential function or need should not be required to
undergo quarantine while exercising this essential function, in particular:

b)transport workers or transport service providers, including drivers of
vehicles carrying goods or persons within the territory as well as those
merely transiting, Said drivers shall also be exempt under 19 b) for the
return-transport to the member state of registration even if such return-
transport is empty

The Swedish Taxi Association is remains at the disposal of the Government
with regards to this matter and will assist in any way we can

With best regards

Yours sincerely

The Swedish Taxi Association

Claudio Skubla
Secretary General



